Preface

IT is important for me to emphasize that this book is not
a formal description of the working of parliamentary
government in England, but, essentially, as its sub-title
states, a commentary limited to certain aspects of its
working. I have tried, as best I can, to deal with those
aspects of its working which are most relevant to the
pressing problems of our time.

I owe many debts to friends for help in writing
it. Among the dead, Lord Haldane and Mr* Arthur
Henderson were good enough to discuss with me some of
the problems here treated, on many occasions; and I have,
I hope, learned a good deal from Graham Wallas in long
years of eager colleagueship. Among the living, I should
like particularly to mention Mr, and Mrs. Sidney Webb,
to whom, like all of my generation, I owe an unlimited
debt, and Dr. W. I. Jennings whose work on Cabinet
Government h^s already taken its place as the classic work
on the subject. None of them, of course, has any respon-
sibility for the views I have expressed. Perhaps I may
add that parts of the book have benefited greatly from
the friendly, if vigorous, criticisms of my students in the
London School of Economics and Political Science.
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